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Following the Mankato Fair Trade Town Declaration

2014 was the third calendar year since the Mankato City Council, on October 24, 2011,
unanimously passed a Resolution containing a Declaration of Fair Trade Town status according
to the criteria of the national Fair Trade Towns USA Campaign. Mankato became the first ‘Fair
Trade Town’ in Minnesota and the 25" in the country. (There were 37 as at December 31, 2014)
The meeting of the Fair Trade Towns criteria resulted from the work of MAFTTI, formed in June
2009 following the visit to Mankato of two Peruvian Fair Trade cooperative workers, Eva Pizarro
and Ayde Riveros, on May 5 that year. The basic criteria focused on the availability of Fair Trade
products in the retail sector, their use in community organizations, media coverage of the
campaign and support of the City Council.

MAFTTI - structure and status

The Officers in 2014 were Paul Renshaw (Chair and Lead Organizer), Jane Dow (Vice-Chair) and
Paul Prew (Treasurer).

Other members of the Steering Committee were Margo Druschel, Mark Levitt, Arlene Renshaw
and, from September, Paulette Bertrand. The committee met in January, March, April, June,
August, September and December. Mark Levitt retired from the committee in December.
MAFTTI remained a non-profit recognized by the state of Minnesota. During the summer the
application for 501(c)3 status at federal level was submitted to the IRS following extensive
preparatory work by Margo Druschel and pro bono facilitation by local law firm Farrish Johnson.
Late in the year some difficulties arose with the process. It was planned to re-submit the
application in January, 2015..

Objectives, Targets and Results

At its January meeting the Steering Committee adopted a number of modest targets as MAFTTI
continued its work without a specific externally-set goal in mind. The implicit challenge was to
define how Mankato could claim to be more of a ‘Fair Trade Town’ at the end of the year than at
the beginning.

Objectives Targets Results

Special theme/campaign for the year: Fair Trade Bake-Off — Superseded by FT Fashion
Fair Trade Cookery October Show & visit of Kelsey

Timmerman, Sept.11-12

Add three to the list of retail outlets Early: Flour Power; Sticks & | Only Sticks & Stones
that feature Fair Trade items. Stones; Scheels approached — no clear

Later: Olives, Daybreak result yet

Approach three institutions about School Sisters of Notre SSND Fair Trade
their using Fair Trade products. Dame — Good Counsel Declaration, October 1.

Progress with MCC
Mankato City Council awaiting procurement
policy outcome

Plan to secure at least three Valentine’s Day; WFTD; Two MFP staff articles
print media spots per year Fair Trade Month (June 6, September 9).

Two MAFTTI pieces
(April 21, October 30)



http://www.fairtradecampaigns.org/

Plan to secure at least three
radio/TV spots per year?

Around WFTD, May 10;
MAFTTI’s 5" anniversary
event (June 10) and in Fair
Trade Month (October).

KTOE May 7 planned;
KTOE June 4 (PR)

KTOE Kelsey T. Sept. 12;
KMSU Nov. 3 (PR, JD)
[KEYC-TV — First Presby.
Bazaar, November 23]

Participate in Sustainability Expo, MSU,
Saturday, April 5

Tabling & presentation(s)

Tabling only — Arlene &
Paul Renshaw, Audrey
von Holt, Paul Prew, Jane
Kohler, Audrey Tolzmann

Maintain MAFTTI’s presence at the
Mankato Area International Festival,
Sunday April 13

MAFTTI literature and Fair
Trade products

Mark Levitt, Joyce Finkler,
Jane Dow

Promote World Fair Trade Day, Saturday,
May 10 - Books at Barnes & Noble;
Display Boards at Coffee Hag, Fillin’
Station,Tandem Bagels; Coffee Sampling
at Hilltop Hy-Vee & Cub West

B & N - Paul Renshaw
Display boards - Jane Dow
Coffee @ Hilltop Hy-Vee
only — Jane Dow, Steve &
Lynn Kidder

Maintain MAFTTI’s presence at
Mankato Farmers’ Market

May, June, July, August

Only May & June

Maintain MAFTTI’s place in the North
Mankato Fun Days Parade, Saturday,
July 12

Carmen Miranda’s
availability to be checked
by Jane.

Carmen Miranda and 13
escorts took part

Maintain MAFTTI’s presence at Campus
& Community Fair, Wednesday, Sept. 3

Paul & Arlene Renshaw

Maintain the Fair Trade displays at Blue
Earth County Library and Taylor Library
in Fair Trade Month.

BECL- all six boxes offered.

Taylor — one trifold as
before.

Arlene developed new
material for BECL (with
input from Paulette).
Taylor hosted new trifold
on Fair Trade apparel

Seek opportunities to present MAFTTI’s
vision to local community groups.

No new ideas yet

Hosanna Lutheran — Paul
& Arlene, October 7

Strengthen MAFTTI’s work with schools
and colleges.

Service Learning, MSU

February 4 and 25 — Jane;
October 8 —Jane & Paul R.

Reverse Trick or Treat (not in plan)

Better the number of minis
shared in 2013 (3,500)

4,800

4, MAFTTI Gatherings
4.1 Three events were held:

0 March 27: “Focus on Churches”. A special gathering at St.John’s Episcopal Church which
largely failed to bring in churches on the fringe of MAFTTI or hitherto uninvolved. Exceptions
were Hosanna Lutheran, St.John the Baptist Catholic and SSND.

0 June 5: MAFTTI’s 5™ Anniversary Celebration at First Congregational/UCC. Program featured
a presentation on Peru by Joyce Bucklin (10K Villages, Mountain Lake), Peruvian products
from 10K Villages and Partners for Just Trade, and Peruvian desserts.

0 September 11: Fair Trade Fashion Show and presentation by Kelsey Timmerman, author of

“Where Am | Wearing?” and “Where Am | Eating?” Clothes from Mata Traders, Chicago.

5. Fair Trade in schools, colleges, universities and congregations

5.1 ACES: Curriculum material provided by MAFTTI was used during the summer program.
5.2 Parochial Schools: MAFTTI and Loyola Catholic School, Mankato collaborated over the visit of
Kelsey Timmerman which resulted in his giving a presentation to Grades 9-12 students during

the morning of September 12.



http://on.fb.me/17nKqWV
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.684329248280876.1073741841.134309789949494&type=1
http://www.tenthousandvillages.com/mountainlake
http://www.partnersforjusttrade.org/
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.684319148281886.1073741840.134309789949494&type=1
http://on.fb.me/1FwmsYG
http://www.whereamiwearing.com/
http://www.whereamieating.com/
http://www.matatraders.com/
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School presentations: Mankato East HS (Jane Dow — four Global Studies classes), Henderson
Charter School, (Jane Dow three classes).

Bethany Lutheran College (Jane Dow and Mark Friedman spoke to one economics class.)
Minnesota State University, Mankato: Sociology classes (one by Margo Druschel, two by Jane
Dow), MSU Communications (Jane Dow - Reaction and Revolution class). MAFTTI also attended
the Campus and Community Fair on September 4 and tried to find ways of supporting the new
Fair Trade leadership on campus, led by Loyola alumnus Brady Taylor. MAFTTI continues to
appreciate the opportunity of interacting positively with several faculty on an individual basis
and, in seminar format, with others concerned with the development of ‘Service-Learning’
projects.

Congregations: First Congregational/UCC and St. John’s Episcopal took part in the pilot process
of the national Fair Trade Campaigns attempt to launch a recognition scheme for Fair Trade
Congregations. During the year these two churches satisfied the FTC criteria and became ‘Fair
Trade Congregations’ according to the national scheme.

SSND: Nearly one year after MAFTTI made a presentation to the School Sisters of Notre Dame in
order to encourage a decision to be made about the community making an official Fair Trade
commitment, the School Sisters at Good Counsel issued a public “Declaration for Fair Trade” on
October 1, the start of Fair Trade Month. MAFTTI looks forward to developing its relationship
with SSND in Mankato and the wider Central-Pacific Province. (The SSND commitment is
unrelated to the national Congregations scheme).

MAFTTI in the media

Mankato Free Press

O April 21: Your View by Paul Renshaw: “Support ethics in fashion industry”.

O June 6: MFP article by Amanda Dyslin, “MAFTTI to celebrate its 5 anniversary”

0 September 9: MFP article by Edie Schmierbach, “Fair trade focus of local fashion show,
lectures.”

0 October 30: Letter by Jane Dow, “Remember Fair Trade candy this Halloween”.

Radio

O June 4: Paul Renshaw on KTOE “Talk of the Town” with Pete Steiner in advance of MAFTTI’s
5™ Anniversary.

0 September 12: By arrangement with MAFTTI, Kelsey Timmerman interviewed for “Talk of
the Town” by Pete Steiner, at Loyola.

0 November 3: Jane Dow and Paul Renshaw on KMSU with Jim Gullcikson.

Features of the year

2014 was the year of MAFTTI’s 5" anniversary. As a way of “bookending” this period, which
began with the visit of Eva Pizarro and Ayde Riveros from Peru in May 2009, a special evening
event focused on Peru was organized on June 10. 85 attended.

Otherwise, the highlight of the year was undoubtedly the visit of Kelsey Timmerman and the Fair
Trade Fashion Show on September 11. The attendance at the UUFM church was 145, a record
for MAFTTI by some margin. This showed the value of seizing opportunities — of Kelsey’s visit to
Gustavus on the 10" and of making the connection with Mata Traders (Chicago) that Margo was
able to do at the Milwaukee regional gathering on April 5. (The timing of this event led to the
decision not to hold a Fair Trade Film Night this year.)

Barnes & Noble (River Hills) continued to cooperate with MAFTTI - in managing the sales of
Kelsey Timmerman’s books on September 11 and in mounting a display of books related to Fair
Trade in the week running up to World Fair Trade Day in May.

With the generous support of VoyageurWeb a new MAFTTI website went live in September.

Cub West remained committed to the provision of Fair Trade bananas that had begun in April
2012. In the latter part of the year some irregularity of supply was observable.

On October 31, the occasion for “Reverse Trick or Treat”, 4,800 Fair Trade chocolate pieces with
cards were distributed through these channels: First Congregational — 1000, First Presbyterian —
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150, Grace Lutheran — 300, Holy Rosary Catholic — 600, St. John the Baptist Catholic- 450, St.
John's Episcopal — 300, Unitarian Universalist Fellowship — 2000.

During the Thanksgiving-Christmas period MAFTTI members were prominent among the
volunteers staffing a Ten Thousand Villages (Mountain Lake) kiosk at River Hills Mall.

In the pre-Christmas period Fair Trade products were sold at special events at Bethlehem
Lutheran, First Congregational, First Presbyterian and St.John the Baptist Catholic and St. John's
Episcopal churches.

A Fair Trade Shopping Guide was updated three times and shared in the Fair Trade network
through MAFTTI’s website and in hard copy.

MAFTTI won a national “Share the Fair” award ($S500 worth of Patagonia gift cards) from Fair
Trade Towns USA for evidence of engaging the community during Fair Trade Month.

North Mankato

When MAFTTI was formed in mid-2009 it was very consciously named the “Mankato Area Fair
Trade Town Initiative” to allow a Fair Trade agenda to develop outside Mankato itself.

In December 2010 the North Mankato City Council passed a supportive resolution. However, the
very small retail sector always meant that the “Fair Trade bar” would be higher in North
Mankato than Mankato.

During 2014 there was no change in the Fair Trade status of North Mankato, i.e. Walgreens and
South Central College are the only entities that contribute towards meeting the Fair Trade
Towns retail criteria.

Institutional support for Fair Trade in North Mankato remains very low, though it is not non-
existent. Two churches use Fair Trade Certified coffee but are not in a live relationship with
MAFTTI. (Three examples of institutional support in North Mankato are required according to
Fair Trade Towns criteria.)

North Mankato remains the venue for MAFTTI’s major public presentation of its concerns in the
form of the “Carmen Miranda” float in the Fun Days Parade.

Better Together
This network of Mankato area non-profits with a common interest in ‘Sustainability’ was formed

on an informal basis during 2012, the idea stemming in part from the International Fair Trade
Towns Conference in Sweden in November 2011 attended by Paul & Arlene Renshaw. During
2013 Paul continued to chair the Steering Group.

Better Together’s focus on Climate Change, begun in the second half of 2012, continued through
meetings held on January 26, 2013 (“The state of the Climate Change Debate”) and April 23
(“Clean Energy, Climate and Health: Moving Minnesota Forward”) and at the Earth Conference
organized by the Center for Earth Spirituality and Rural Ministry on November9 (“Finding Hope
for a Healthy Planet”).

On the next two pages are 16 pictures which selectively give a glimpse of MAFTTI’s year
Paul Renshaw

MAFTTI Chair
January, 2015


http://www.maftti.org/buy-fair-trade
http://on.fb.me/1tOJ8c6

KELSEY

TIMMERMAN

A Global Tour
to the Countries

i People that Make
Our Clothes

- ‘N.

World Fairrade Day at Hilltop Hy-Vee, 11/5 WEFTD — book display @ B & N



Campus & Community Fair, MSU, 4/9 School Sisters — celebrating their FT Declaration, 1/10






